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*Question : Amin Maalouf describes the concept of ‘fundamental belongings’ as a dangerous common attitude men have. Do you agree with his assertion that the identity cannot be compartmentalized? How do you think Edward Said would have answered the question about the definition of his identity? Support your answer with reference to the interview with Said. 

      Throughout the twentieth century, a lot of famous writers and spokesmen have tried to define one’s identity. Indeed, Amin Maalouf and Edward Said are two fair examples of writers who connected identity to the culture(s) that a person experiences. The following text is a personal response to reading the passages “Deadly Identities” by Maalouf and “Between Two Cultures” by Said.
      In the reading selection “Deadly identities”, Amin Maalouf says that one’s identity can never be “compartmentalized”. In other words, he says that a person’s whole experience in life, including the countries he lived in and the people he knew, met with or communicated with, and the lifestyles he’s been familiar with, cannot be taken as “clusters” that could be easily separated. Personally, I agree with Maalouf in that specific point; that’s because it is all these components and elements in life that assemble, thus making up the character of the person, including his own identity. Although Amin Maalouf asserts this idea on the basis of his case of living between France and Lebanon, the examples he gives in his text are fair enough to show that people having a dual identity are a major part or portion of our society, even any one of us. That doesn’t necessarily mean having more than one nationality; in fact, it means having more than one “belonging” to a certain group. One of these examples is the Turkish man, born and still living in Germany. We can’t speak of him as a pure Turkish because he lacks knowledge about the language or history of his ancestors, nor can we claim that he’s a perfect German citizen, for he’s still a stranger with respect to original Dutch people. So all in all, according to Maalouf, it is only the society that drives a person to make “heartbreaking choices”, which is impossible, taking into consideration the fact that identity cannot be broken down into several pieces.

      On the other hand, if Edward Said were to be asked about his own definition to one’s identity, well, the case would have been much different. I think that he would most probably define it as the belonging, not only to the country or place the person is raised in, but also to a religion or religious sect. As a matter of fact, the interview that Eleanor Wichtel had with Edward Said firmly proves that his own experience is related to his childhood. If we returned to Said’s background, we would 
notice that he was such a frustrated and confused kid because of his family’s expatriations. His family kept on bouncing between North America, Palestine, Egypt, and occasionally Lebanon. So, he didn’t have the issue of a solo mother-nation. Later on, as he grows, and Israelis invaded Palestine, his emotions toward this latter fired up again with memories. He started defending the rights of Palestinian people and attacking the policy of imperialism of strong nations such as Israel against politically weaker ones like Palestine. Therefore, no matter how hard or awful memories about a mother country were, the person can’t give it out of ease. In addition to “mother country” issue, religion is also, according to Said, an important ingredient for putting together an identity. Said browses the fact that he was a “minority within a minority” (Shades of Grey; page78), for he was a Protestant-Christian living in an Islamic atmosphere. There has been always his feeling - as a child – of not fitting or fusing with others. So, his identity was much different from that of the others, which caused an influential confusion in his life later as an adult
      In a nutshell, it is the culture that determines one’s identity. Amin Maalouf says that all places or people a man or woman is familiar with together form the identity, whereas Edward Said refers it to both the country of origin and religion person. I can briefly say that it is essential, nowadays, for the person to get to know his culture or cultures in order to fit in this extremely diverse world, especially in the era of globalization and technology. And if I were to define identity, I would borrow from both Maalouf and Said; it’s true that one’s identity cannot be taken into smaller portions; however, we cannot deny that religion matters in determining one’s identity at almost the same degree as a mother country does, as it embodies quite a big portion of one’s values, morals and beliefs.
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